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Promoting Affordability and a Strong Voice for Residents in 
Battery Park City: I authored and passed legislation that will 
allow residents of Battery Park City to benefit from programs that 
provide rent freezes (SCRIE and DRIE) and discounts in property 
taxes (“SCHE” and “DHE”) that are already available to lower-income 
seniors and disabled New Yorkers in other parts of the city. In 
addition, to help promote the long-term stability of the community, 
the bill would extend the “master lease” between the Battery Park 
City Authority and the City for 50 additional years, to the year 
2119. A separate bill I also authored would require a majority of 
the Authority’s board to be primary residents of Battery Park City. 
These bills passed both houses of the legislature and now await the 
Governor’s review.

Converting Hotels to Permanent Housing: I wrote legislation that 
we enacted in June to make it easier, cheaper, and faster for the 
State and the City to convert underutilized hotels into affordable 
permanent housing. We also included $200 million in the State 
budget to help pay for conversions, which will be an important new 
source of permanent housing and represents a better choice than 
using more and more hotels for temporary shelter.

SUPPORTING LOCAL COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS
I successfully advocated for direct funding for the following 
local organizations, which provide important services for our 
communities, to be included in the State budget: Arab American 
Family Support Center, Asian Americans for Equality, BioBus, 
Chinatown YMCA, City Growers, CPC Open Door Senior Center, 
Dancing Classrooms, Educational Alliance, Girl Be Heard Institute, 
Good Old Lower East Side, Grand Street Settlement, Greenpoint 
YMCA, Greenwich House Independence Plaza Senior Center, 
Hamilton-Madison House, Henry Street Settlement, Legal Aid Society 
of NYC, Lower East Side Girls Club, New York Legal Assistance Group, 
New Yorkers Against Gun Violence, Southbridge Senior Center, St. 
Nick's Alliance, UA3, University Settlement, and Vision Urbana.

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT AND 
ACTING TO ADDRESS CLIMATE CHANGE
We took steps this year to deliver on the promise of the Climate 
Leadership and Community Protection Act, the best-in-the-nation 
legislation I was proud to co-sponsor in 2019 to dramatically reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. In addition to substantial funding 
included in the State budget, we passed the Clean Water, Clean Air, 
and Green Jobs Environmental Bond Act. If the Bond Act is approved 
by the voters on Election Day this November, it will provide $4.2 
billion to invest in safe and reliable water infrastructure, restore 
critical habitats, reduce flood risks, preserve outdoor spaces, 
invest in climate change mitigation and adaptation to reduce air 
pollution, lower carbon emissions, and make our communities 
more resilient to the threat of severe weather events and flooding. 
We also increased the Environmental Protection Fund by a third, 
to $400 million, to support climate change resilience and advance 
conservation efforts throughout the state.

Protecting Schools and Residents from Environmental 
Exposures and Construction Impacts at 250 Water Street: In 
January, I convened a working group on the environmental cleanup 
and construction proposed for 250 Water Street in Manhattan, along 
with my colleagues in Federal, State and City office and Community 
Board 1. The Working Group meets regularly to ensure environmental 
safety and minimize negative impacts on the quality of life in the 
area, and to promote public awareness, community input, and 
transparency. It includes the State Environmental Conservation 
and Health Departments, Howard Hughes Corp and its consultants, 
environmental monitoring experts working for the community, Peck 
Slip School, the Blue School, Southbridge Towers, Save Our Seaport, 
Children First, Friends of the South Street Seaport, and the Seaport 
Museum. Meetings are recorded and posted at www.nysenate.gov/
issues/250-water-street.

FUNDING OUR SCHOOLS  
AT RECORD LEVELS
This year’s State budget demonstrated our strong commitment to 
education by providing increased funding for our schools to ensure 
they have the resources to meet the students’ needs. We provided 
$31.5 billion in annual school aid, the highest level ever and a 7% 
increase compared to last year.

We also provided $2.2 billion in capital investments to improve and 
upgrade SUNY and CUNY campuses, $500 million in new funding 
to support operations of our public colleges, and $16 million to 
establish childcare centers on SUNY and CUNY campuses to ensure 
parents and caregivers can access higher education.
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REVITALIZING CHINATOWN
I was proud to join Governor Kathy Hochul late last year to 
announce that Chinatown will receive a Downtown Revitalization 
Initiative grant of $20 million funded through the State budget, to 
make key investments to revitalize the neighborhood by improving 
the quality of life for residents and visitors and promoting small 
businesses and jobs. A local planning committee has been holding 
public meetings and accepting numerous proposals, and will soon 
be making recommendations regarding which projects to support.

Mimi Wang. My 2022 Selection for Veterans Hall of Fame. 
For a profile of Mimi Wang, please visit: www.nysenate.gov/

profiles/2022/brian-kanvanagh/mimi-wang

HALL OF FAME

Veterans
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
•	 Need assistance accessing State programs or resources?
•	 Have questions on legislation we’ve been working on?
•	 Ideas for what we should do next?
•	 Community issues we should address? 
Please visit kavanagh.nysenate.gov and click the “Contact” page, call us at 212-298-5565 or 718-875-1517, or email 
kavanagh@nysenate.gov.

For updates on the work we’re doing and other news, please visit kavanagh.nysenate.gov/newsroom.

I hope you’re having a great summer, and I hope to see you around the district or at some of the many community events we’ll 
be attending and participating in.
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